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I believe that our destinies are written in God’s book, and so too the fact that as a young man
I went into the world and became a soldier. I believe that it’s also written in there that I return
as an experienced soldier and help the homeland that was under attack in the war it did not
want.
This is the only interview I’m going to give. After this I will not be giving interviews – said
Ante Gotovina to the Vecernji List journalists on Thursday afternoon on the terrace of his
home in Pakostane. Only two days ago he returned to his town after 12 years in isolation. He
entered his house for the first time then. To reach Pakostane, he drove along the motorway
for the first time.
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The man whose messages in recent days raised optimism in Croatia, but also surprised some
with his maturity, decided to give his first big interview only to Vecernji List.
There were no forbidden questions but he told us at the very beginning that, for the safety of
his friends, he does not yet want to talk about some things from his past. Hence, there are a
lot of things about Gotovina, his disappearance, the people who helped and those who
hindered him, the clandestine games played by the world and domestic politics around him,
everything that deeply interests the Croatian public must for now remain unanswered.
Nevertheless, in this interview he spoke about many things from his last 12 years for the first
time.
The interview was conducted in the company people closest to him: his wife Dunja and his
attorney Luka Misetic. Only his children were absent, son Ante and daughter Ana, to whom,
he will later say, he had never allowed to miss a single day of school because of him.
Croatia does not remember such reversal and euphoria. Ante Gotovina believed, hoped for
the victory of justice and that is what happened. This is our joint victory, he’d say. He had
conveyed several extremely mature messages since his return to the country and his
popularity at the time was such that all immediately saw him in some political role.
However, that is not Ante Gotovina’s future. He sees himself as an ordinary family man. He
began telling his story as such.
I’ll take the flowers Dunja and I received from our friends and dear people since I returned
from The Hague to my mother’s and my father’s grave; my father had not lived long enough
to see my return. Only after I go there and say a prayer at their grave will one era of my life
end and a new one begin.
It’ll begin here, in my homeland, in Croatia, here where I belong. Adriatic Sea is before me.
From here, from my house in Pakostane, I look across at the Island of Pasman, surrounded by
my family. I don’t need anything more than that. I am a happy man. When I left, my son Ante
was three and a half years old and my daughter Ana was eight, they were small children. I’ve
returned, my son is a lad, he’s fifteen, Ana in her nineteenth year of life is a young lady about
to commence studies. I want to dedicate myself to my family and make up to them for what
we had missed out on during the past 12 years when they lived without me.
Journalists err when they talk about my childhood. I’ll tell you who brought me up. It’s true;
my mother succumbed to the effects of explosions on 4th March 1959 when the road was
being built on the island of Pasman and we three children were left without her. I was three
and a half years old, my brother Bore was two and sister Anica was barely two months old.
Our father Milan had to move from Tkon to Pakostane, to my mother’s birth place. That is,
my mother had five sisters and, according to the tradition from our region, the youngest
unmarried sister took over as our carer. In reality my auntie Milka Miocev brought me up.
My father married her and I got two more brothers, Branimir and Frano. My father was a
fisherman and worked on the land. He painstakingly raised his five children with what the sea
and the land yielded.
I believe that our destinies are written in God’s book, and so too the fact that as a young man
I went into the world and became a soldier. I believe that it’s also written in there that I return
as an experienced soldier and help the homeland that was under attack in the war it did not
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want. I returned because I abhorred the thought that someone could come and trample over
my mother’s grave. Likewise, I thought of all the mothers and children who have nobody to
defend them. It was my duty to return. The enemy soldier could have been a good man also,
but I did not want to leave that to chance.
I began as an ordinary soldier in the Croatian army. I made fast progress. We need to
remember that young Croatia, in its beginnings, did not have a professional army. Leaders
were recognised in the field, during operations, and this was then formalised by the giving of
command responsibilities. The experience I gained in the Legion was critical for my
situation. Upon my arrival in Croatia I reported to the National Guard Corps (ZNG), I was
allocated to the First Brigade of the ZNG at the Western Slavonian battlefield, where at the
end of 1991 I was wounded. After recovery, I was sent to the Western part of the Southern
battlefield, to Livno, because there was the danger that the opponent will conquer the peaks
of Dinara and thus create preconditions for penetration into Split. After the consolidation of
the defence in those parts, I was appointed the commander of the Operative Zone Split, which
later became Corps Zone Split, and soon after transferred operational command to the most
critical point of that time in the responsibility of Operational Zone Split, to the command
head-post in Zadar. At that time there was the danger that the city of Zadar will be occupied.
The gold and the silver of Zadar
After we established IZM Zadar, the late Archbishop Marijan Oblak called me to his office
near the Zadar’s St. Anastasia Cathedral and said: ‘This is the first time that a uniformed
officer has entered into this space’. We spoke in French, he spoke it very well, and he was an
admirer of French arts and literature. He translated works by Paul Claudel. He then confided
in me that one of the biggest Croatian historical sanctities, the church’s collection “Gold and
Silver of Zadar”, was packed into boxes and ready for evacuation. He asked me what he
should do, will the city fall, so that the sanctities could be sent to the other shore of the
Adriatic, to Italy, as already agreed, where they’d be safe. He emphasised that the
Benedictine nuns from St Mary’s convent, who cared for the collection, awaited his
instructions. Among them there was a nun born in Pakostane, who was a friend to my late
mother when they were young, and one nun born in Tkon. ‘No,’ I said, ‘the collection will not
leave Zadar nor Croatia.’ We then placed that capital collection into a safe place in the city.
After the Maslenica operation, in January 1993, I went to inform the Archbishop Oblak that
the collection was now safe and he responded: ‘We’ve already unpacked.’ Since that day the
Archbishop and I have a special relationship, friendly and trustful, and I therefore asked him
to deliver a speech, in the army barracks at Sepurine, to all the commanders of Operational
Zone Split just before the Maslenica operation. He sent his replacement, Bishop Ivan Prendja,
who delivered an inspiring talk about faith, ethics and morality in circumstances of war. I
witnessed my commanders gain added self-confidence. And I myself drew strength from
faith. Faith helped me endure this marathon, 12 year long road to truth, the end of which we
witnessed in the Hague court on Friday morning. I was declared an innocent man, and my
homeland and Homeland war were cleansed of the stigma of criminal enterprise. Honour has
been returned to the Croatian soldier and they’ll be able to tell their grandchildren with
dignity about how it all was during 1990’s. That was a joint success of us all.
General, you’re here now and everyone wants to see you and hear your every word and
message?
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I’m aware of that, but I’m an ordinary citizen now. The title of General is a rank in military
hierarchy that occurred in those circumstances. That episode of my life is finished. It’s
honourably going into the history of our small big nation; full stop was finally put on that on
the 16th of November. We defended Croatia, I participated in that, and I performed my task,
because of which I had returned to the homeland.
Nevertheless, many don’t want to see you as just an ordinary citizen, they see you in
politics as well!
I do not want to participate in Croatia’s public life neither through politics nor though the
army. I became a soldier randomly. I do not like war. It’s difficult to describe how it is when
you sense the smell of death for the first time and see dismembered bodies around you. Who
could like something like that?! Even the enemy is a soldier, is a man, and you don’t hate
him.
Towards the end of seventies and eighties, of the last century, as a young soldier, I found
myself hating the enemy at times but I always stuck to rules. Hatred, which I did not need,
tortured me; I suffered because it poisoned my soul. In time, I distinguished that feeling from
the need to defeat the enemy. Faith helped me, I realised that one needs to forgive. The
enemy should be defeated militarily but, in that, you mustn’t humiliate him as a human being
because if you do, you give up your own humanity. When we were attacked, we had no time
for pedagogies. From the situation with Archbishop Oblak and Bishop Predja I remember
1992 as well as 1995, at the Knin fortress, you have no time for pedagogy, and we needed to
create an army. It’s different now. We have a training system, thanks to the experiences from
the Homeland war and the acquisition of new military skills and with the embracing of new
technology our soldiers have now become excellent soldiers, for example in Afghanistan and
in other UN missions around the world. They’re superior professionals, respected by other
NATO partners. Why do they respect them? Because they know that with such soldiers, they
will complete the mission. Americans are pragmatic. NATO has tradition.
Are you surprised by the fact that we haven’t lost a single soldier in Afghanistan?
Let’s not get haughty about that. Paying a price could come overnight. A soldier must always
be ready. It’s a special calling. You either have it in you, or you don’t. Our soldiers have the
experience of the Homeland War, and the American, who is a pragmatic, says: Those who are
only educated “salon” generals are ineffectual, without the experiences from the terrain,
battles get lost.
That message “let’s not get haughty” reminds one of the lecture you gave on 6 August
1995 to your commanders in liberated Knin. We saw that in the well known television
recording.
Yes, my view is evident in that, where I say: Guys, no euphoria. The task is not completed;
we’re only at the two-thirds mark of the given task. When you get to the border with Bosnia
and Herzegovina, 1st and 2nd corps of the Serbian army are waiting for us there, and with the
complete technology and 16 000 soldiers who have retreated from the South part of the socalled Krajina, ready for counter-strike, they could jeopardise all the goals we have already
achieved. We proceed into active defence from offensive formations. That’s why my strong
message was visible in the recording, and my command consisted of Croatians from all parts
of Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina, from quarrelsome Dalmatians and Herzegovinians to
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completely different Slavonians, then those from Zagorje and Lika, each of them had
characteristics of their own mentality and that’s why there was a need for strong directions,
like shock-therapy.
Treacherous barriers
On that occasion you also mentioned a Cross?
I mentioned a Cross as a symbol, as a message, to understand and remember that you are only
a man and that you must remain firmly on the ground. Many thought my approach of
insisting on a Cross was a bit over the top. I wanted to prevent any victor’s euphoria. And
now, after my return to Croatia, some again interpret my speech and behaviour as overly
religious. A wrong conclusion. Hence, I say: Homeland war is ended. Let’s leave it to the
military analysts and historians to interpret it without bias, just as it’s done in other civilised
countries of the world.
That means that “juridical Storm” is also ended for you?
That was truly a marathon, legal marathon, in which, just as in the real war, we were exposed
to treacherous, malicious barriers raised by superior illusionists, domestic and foreign, which,
for the purposes of manipulation, invented the construction of the so-called artillery diaries
although all commanders insisted that such a form (sheet) was not used in operations by the
Croatian army. We won in that “juridical Storm” as well and finally reached the stage where
the war belongs to the past.
Since you’re not going into politics, are you prepared to speak about your experiences
at the world’s and at the domestic military educational institutions?
I haven’t thought about that, yet.
The war is behind us, but many questions regarding the status and the actual number of
veterans still remains open.
Look, there’s haggling with the number of veterans, that it’s too large. It’s not too large,
because when we think about it more, there were more than four million veterans in the
Homeland war, as many as there were people in the country. Apart from a small section,
Croatians lived that war, the war we did not want, and felt its consequences in different ways.
While we soldiers were liberating and defending the country on battlefields we felt safety,
our families with their prayers and their remaining in the country were a great motivation for
us. We were defending our homes. Logistics were behind us, so were production and all those
who took care of everything we needed at the first lines of battlefront. Life had to function in
Croatia; everyone could not be at the battlefield. I’m saddened by the fact that, after the war,
one whole brigade, two thousand veterans, committed suicide. I’m not surprised. The system
had not attended to those young people adequately. They went to war at the age of 18,
unprepared, and this had to leave consequences. The Legion, like every regulated army, paid
special attention to such matters. Whole professional teams cared for us, we were assessed
psycho-physiologically after every battle, and those who showed consequences filled welfare
forms in, which brought them back to civilian life.
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And where do you see yourself in the next ten years?
My future is in my family. I’m not a megalomaniac, I don’t want to get wealthy, I want to
work and live like my friends do and for all of us to be happy people. I’m not interested in
politics; it occupied itself with me long enough. It will never interest me; let others occupy
themselves with it, just as long as they don’t manipulate the Homeland war while doing it.
None of us is the owner of the Homeland war. There are no privileges in that for anyone.
Homeland war is our joint sanctity. Well, there, perhaps I’ll meet with you again at this very
table in ten years time.
“Let’s turn to the future” has already become your motto?
That’s not a platitude - I truly think that.
When, at the Ban Jelacic Square, you thanked the President, the Prime Minister and
the institutions of the Republic of Croatia, whistling sounds rose from the crowd of a
hundred thousand.
We fought and died for our own country and the establishment of its institutions. It’d be
hypocritical not to respect them now. A state is like a ship. That would be as if the passengers
and crew whistle at the captain, and the captain’s task is to navigate the ship. He navigates
the ship just as institutions lead a state. Actions by those institutions can be good or bad. We
rejoice with every good move just as every bad one saddens us. Commanders, a captain, a
political leader, are nothing without the synergy with the people, with the nation. That’s that
energy. It’s the surrounds in which quality decisions are made. At elections the majority
decides who will be their commander, who will lead institutions, based on the best program
offered.
Without a complex
Also, in the lead up to the important date for Croatia, you had called upon the citizens
to vote at the referendum for the entry into EU?
I did. I’ve always been for Croatia to enter the EU. We have safe borders. Our neighbours, B
& H, Serbia and Montenegro should, thanks to God, also become EU members. EU is a
powerful club. Regardless of how small a nation Croatia is, it’s a privilege to be a member of
the EU. Even small nations give their contribution, positive energy and it’s important not to
just stand at the door of that salon, because in that case we only have the status of a friend
and an observer. This way, no matter how small we are, we can contribute to and influence
decisions on an equal footing. We belong to the EU mentally, culturally, and location wise.
It’s important that we do not become impressed by the size of others, and we must not have
an inferiority complex. Conditions and reality are at times cruel in western democracies when
you make a mistake, but the right moves are respected. Our country has gone through the
road of becoming a member state of the United Nations, then NATO, and soon we’ll become
full member of the EU, as well. We’ve been successful; we have quality people. Young
people are especially without a complex and they are our future. Let’s enter into EU
unburdened and with lots of self-confidence and then success will surely come.
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Do our Croatian people know how to choose well? From the nineties they chose
Tudjman, Mesic…
Look, the majority elected them. That’s the reality. It’s evident that the Croatian people chose
well when they elected the first Croatian president, Dr. Franjo Tudjman, who led during the
period of the creation of Croatian state. But, democracy is a school, and that’s why we
approach elections with increased responsibility. At elections, our people increasingly look at
what is important, what are the candidates’ and party programs. It’s a process of democratic
development. If you’re unhappy, periodically, new elections come, and till then you give
your support to the institutions of your country.
Are you personally disappointed with Mesic, Sanader …?
I don’t want to deal with them.
And what about you? How to make up for the 12 lost years?
No one can return the lost time to you. All those years I was in isolation, my family and its
existence are important to me now. My wife was alone and she bore a large burden. I’m
proud of her. We’ll do whatever we’ll want in order to secure a humanly dignified life for our
family, maybe we’ll occupy ourselves with fishing, together. If I earn a hundred Kunas, a part
belongs to the state, and the rest is mine and I can distribute it as I please.
You’ve matured in these 12 years?
You cannot stop time; you can surrender yourself to uncontrollable forces of nature and
vegetate or stoically bear the hits and still reach your goal standing upright. I’m richer by one
more of life’s experiences. I haven’t changed, really. I have the same principles. Have a look
at the film from the meeting in Knin on 6th August 1995, what I had told my commanders
during the moments of euphoria for our big victory just after the liberation of Knin. Now,
after 17 years, a similar euphoric state is around me and I want to return the focus on what’s
important: call to dignity in accordance with Christian and human principles.
How did you participate in the bringing up of your children during the past 12 years
and how often did you see your family?
Through my wife, I always knew what was happening in their lives. After arriving in the
Hague prison we organised our family life as best we could. My wife visited every month;
accompanied by Zeljko Dilber she came with the children during every school holiday, he
would take them outside the prison after a few hours. Their visits meant a great deal to me
and I looked forward to them very much. I worried about their success at school, but Dunja is
a pedagogue and she knew what she was doing. She’s better than me in that.
After everything, how did you experience leaving the prison?
Everything passed exceptionally quickly. I went to my cell to pack, the van that was to take
us to the airport waited, I felt like a normal man running late for the plane. In that rush I
managed only to say goodbye to General Praljak, who, unfortunately, still awaits his
judgment from the prison. I would like it if our public turned greater attention towards that
case, as well.
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The former chief prosecutor Carla Del Ponte claimed, to Vecernji List, that you refused
to talk to her when she offered to visit you in prison?
Firstly, prior to issuing the indictment Carla Del Ponte never sought to talk to me nor did she
suggest that to my lawyers. After my arrival in The Hague she sought a meeting but she
imposed unacceptable conditions.
What conditions were those?
Subjects she suggested for the talk had no connection with my case.
Did they have a connection with Croatia?
They weren’t connected to my case and that’s why I did not want to agree to her conditions.
My lawyers supported that decision of mine.
You mean Luka Misetic? The public is interested in why you chose him? He is here with
us let him hear!
I met Luka in Zagreb’s hotel Sheraton in 1999. I chose him because he was young,
unburdened, he knew Anglo-Saxon law, he was educated in the USA, and he speaks English
excellently and speaks Croatian well.
After the Trial Chamber judgment many expected that you’d change lawyers. There
were lots of criticisms against Luka Misetic.
Some barracked for a change in the team. But, I believed in my team: besides Misetic,
there’s Greg Kehoe and professor Payam Akhavan and a whole team in The Hague and in
Zagreb. I didn’t hesitate; we only strengthened our team with the addition of Swiss professor
Guenael Mattraux. I was the one who made decisions and my decision has proven to be right.
Perhaps we could find out a bit more about that from the personal diary, we’re told,
you kept while in prison. Are you going to publish it?
I haven’t decided yet. I need to see whether I’m going to write a book. There were days when
you were super, okay, and there were days filled with pessimism. I’m giving you an exclusive
interview now and I don’t plan giving interviews for a long time to come. As far as the
interview is concerned, I put a dot on the “i”. Everybody will understand that after 12 years in
isolation I want my family peace and a bit of time to recover from The Hague prison and the
magnificent but very hard welcoming event in Croatia.
I respect the choice of the majority
Well, okay. That’s natural and understandable, but what are we to do then with your
political charisma, which is, we see, huge?
If you’re thinking about politics, I repeat: it does not interest me. But there are other ways in
which I can be useful in the society. I’m aware of the position I have in our society. Although
I didn’t seek it out I will behave responsibly towards it.
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You won’t be making any statements about the events in the country, either?
Not at all. I respect the choice of the majority. That’s democracy and, at that, it’s not
important how many mandates somebody holds power. You see, my friend and fellow-soldier
Ante Kotromanovic, is a member of SDP and minister of defence in the coalition
government. Similarly, my friend General Krsticevic is a member of HDZ as is my friend
Zeljko Dilber, not to mention the others. There, that’s democracy also. I repeat, I respect the
decision of the majority.
Croatian state stood behind you?
Of course, and as I’ve already said, this is our joint victory. I’m not a man who could finance
such a complex defence.
But Sanader and corruption happened to that state also?
I don’t want to talk about that.
At first glance, how do Zagreb, Pakostane, Zadar look to you after 12 years?
Everything is prettier. I was so pleased about that. Zagreb is a nicer city. And Pakostane and
Zadar are nicer. Well, I passed along the motorway towards the South and saw all that for the
first time, until now I only had the information our people gave me and from foreigners who
used to say to me: ‘You have excellent motorways.’ Let’s move forward. We cannot be
satisfied with everything, we can always do better, but we can’t be despondent and look at
everything from the bad side. Because, let’s remember, it can be worse, we saw that during
the war, and we cannot complain too much. But constructive criticism is positive, also. That’s
needed as well.
We heard that the Hague court had a logistic problem – what to do with your letters,
you didn’t want to throw them away so they had to store them in a special place. How
many letters are there?
I keep every letter and postcard I received from Croatia and the world. In seven years I
received several hundred thousand letters and postcards. Everything is stored away in 60
cardboard boxes.
What’s written in them?
Support and prayers. When you’re in darkness, in an abyss, that gesture, beautiful word,
means a great deal. People offer their hand to you and, therefore, I have decided to keep all
those letters.
Where are they now?
The Croatian Embassy in Den Hague, whose support meant a great deal to me, for which I
have publicly thanked them, will organise the transfer of all the boxes to Croatia. My wife
and I talk about that because we have a need to find a way in which to thank everyone
personally. We’re trying to come up with a format; we’ll scan all those letters and find a way
to thank everyone. Imagine, it really cheered me up; I used to receive hundreds of postcards
	
  

9	
  

from hotel Bitacora in Tenerife, where I was arrested in December 2005. Many people sent
me a postcard and said they asked to be accommodated in ‘my room’. The hotel employees
know that guests from Croatia come to that hotel on purpose, and they place them into that
‘popular’ room. Letters from Croatian emigration and from prayer communities at home and
abroad made me happy especially.
And what’s with your paintings, given that you say that painting helped you overcome
dark thoughts?
Yes, painting helped me. I studied the history of art and theology. I’ve always wanted to have
time for art, and I’ve mastered the first steps of art technique through manuals and books that
many people sent me, friends Igor Zidic and Ante Zuzul, not to mention others. The Croatian
Embassy is organising the return of my paintings into the country. There were times when I
painted for hours, concentrated on that work, and that diverted my attention from my reality.
My father read everything about me
Numerous friends also came to you in The Hague to offer you their support.
Correct, friends announced themselves and came, but unfortunately, there was no time for
everyone who wanted to come. That is, according to the Hague court rules, visits are allowed
seven days per month, and I reserved four of those for my family, so the remaining three
were not enough for all the friends. We shall make up for that now.
Everybody expected you at the anniversary of Vukovar, and you went to Marija
Bistrica!
While I was in the Hague prison I made a vow that on the first Sunday of my freedom I
would go to Marija Bistrica and bow to the Mother of God. I’ll remind you, when my father
died three years ago, the court offered me to go to the funeral in Pakostane. I did not accept
that offer. I did not want my father’s funeral turning into a media circus. Otherwise, all until
his death, my father read every text published about me. When asked why he’s torturing
himself and reading all that, because the texts were mainly badly toned against me, my father
answered: ‘I read because I’m waiting for a positive text, too.’
Of course, I’ll go to Vukovar, to Skabrnje as well, but the priority was my vow. I’m a
believer, I’m not ashamed of that, I’m a Catholic, but I can be a friend with an atheist, an
agnostic and with the rest. I admire any man who does good, regardless of his religion.
But they’re waiting for you in Bosnia and Herzegovina with great eagerness. In Livno,
people started preparing for celebrations even before the second judgment, they were
great optimists. When will you visit them?
Certainly, I’ll visit them. Livno was crucial for Croatia and the war. When I arrived there and
took over the defence command I knew that it was that place exactly where we had to stop
the penetration of enemy forces who would, if they took Livno and climbed onto the Vaganj
Plateau, end up controlling and jeopardising Split. I’m receiving many invitations to visit
from different parts of Croatia, but I hope people will understand that I must fulfil obligations
towards my family first; I’ve been absent for a long time. I’ll visit all those places but not in
this year.
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You had returned from abroad to defend Croatia, and your wife Dunja had also
returned from Germany, your defence lawyer Luka Misetic is from America. All
together, you’re the part of emigration our country needs.
Correct, the two of them are second generation in emigration. One whole Croatia is dispersed
throughout the world. That curse can now be our blessing. Croatian people are very
successful and accepted in countries they live in. Many others have returned and many of
them have given their life for Croatia. We have a lot of dear friends in emigration, family too.
Our country needs them all and I would like it if most of them returned to their homes.
Perhaps the fact that homeland was a yearning, and not an everyday life, is what keeps us
together. We pronounce the word homeland differently. Emphasis creaks a little in the second
or the third generation, but the feeling is always authentic.
Many were surprised when they saw you express condolences to Slobodan Milosevic’s
family after he died in prison?
That was a Christian gesture. There were manipulations and politicising with that act of mine,
but the truth is as follows. I expressed my condolences to the family because Milosevic was
there where I was, also. Neither he nor I wanted to be there. We were cell to cell. ‘Creak,
creak’, every morning at the same time we heard the opening of the cell and the first face I
would see was his. We went to shave, I drink my coffee, and he drinks his and one morning it
happened that the man died. It’s human to express condolences to the family of the man who
died near you.
What did you talk about?
Never about politics or the war. We spoke about art, sport, literature … for example, we
talked about the works of Ernest Hemingway that we both liked. Given the conditions of the
tight space we were in it was most important to banish negative energy. Healthy reasoning
and the rules of administration did not permit conversations about anything that could lead to
situations of conflict.
You have dual citizenship. So, Croatia or France?
Croatia. That’s my homeland. France is my second homeland in which I matured as a man
and which prepared me for the life that waited for me. That’s why it has its place in my heart
also.
Croatian Generals are clean, Storm also, but the question about processing war crimes
from Operation Storm continues to linger?
I can’t see the sense of your question. The laws clearly regulate responsibilities of
government institutions in cases like that. And who am I to tell those institutions how to do
their job.
After everything, do you think you needed to leave after the indictment was raised?
I don’t want to waste my time on questions about the past. I was innocent for twelve years,
imprisoned in it. My sight is now firmly turned to the future. I understand your interest in
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certain questions, but I ask the public and the media to accept my position: I do not want to
deal with that now.
What will you occupy yourself with in the future?
I’ve still got strength and energy and, without megalomania, I want to secure a decent life for
my family that had overcome all of this without me and with the help of my friends. I want
my children to have better conditions for life than I did. That’s a normal wish of every father
of a family.
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